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The 3rd Conference of the Canadian Prairie Theoretical Physics Network (CPTPN-3), with financial support from the following: 
First Nations University of Canada (FNUniv), University of Regina, Perimeter Institute for Theoretical Physics (PI), and 
Pacific Institute for the Mathematical Sciences (PIMS).

First Nations University of Canada to Welcome Theoretical Physicists

August 16, 2012:  The Canadian Prairie Theoretical Physics Network (CPTPN), an international affiliation of theoretical physicists and others who value theoretical physics, holds its third annual conference (CPTPN-3) at First Nations University of Canada (FNUniv) on August 21-22, 2012.  Participants in CPTPN-3 from eleven universities in Saskatchewan, Alberta, Manitoba, and elsewhere—including one from Ontario and another from Taiwan—are warmly welcomed by FNUniv to present their latest research contributions in theoretical physics, mathematics, philosophy of physics, and other related topics in an open, relaxed, and hospitable environment that strongly supports undergraduate and graduate student accomplishments.  

The organizers for CPTPN-3 are Dr. Edward Doolittle, a mathematician from FNUniv, and Dr. Dinesh Singh, a theoretical physicist from the University of Regina and Adjunct Professor from the University of Saskatchewan.  Both organizers are very happy with the moral and financial support offered by FNUniv to assist them in organizing this conference.  According to Dr. Doolittle:  “I would like to thank my colleagues and the executive team at FNUniv for their generous financial and in-kind support for the CPTPN conference.  Their support demonstrates the value our institution attaches to academic achievement at all levels, from quality undergraduate education through to leading edge research.”   From Dr. Singh:  “It is very gratifying for me, both as a theoretical physicist and as a human being, to know that FNUniv deeply respects the aspirations of the CPTPN and wants to contribute to its long-term success by being the host venue for CPTPN-3.  I am especially thrilled in knowing that all the conference participants from outside Regina will experience first-hand both the physical beauty of this campus and the kind spirit expressed by all the people who are affiliated with FNUniv.”

For the first time since the founding of the CPTPN, the general public is warmly invited to partake in two special events that explore the viewpoints offered by First Nations people in relation to theoretical physics.  The first event is an evening public lecture on August 20 at 7:00 pm in the Education Auditorium at the University of Regina, entitled:  “What Can First Nations People Say About Quantum Mechanics?”  Dr. Leroy Little Bear, Emeritus Professor of Native Studies from the University of Lethbridge, will give the public lecture.  Representation from all three branches of Canadian government have been invited to attend, and letters of welcome from Regina Mayor Pat Fiacco and Assembly of First Nations National Chief Shawn Atleo will be read to the audience on their behalf.   Free parking for the public lecture is available in Lot 15 M at the University of Regina.  The second event is a panel discussion on the topic:  “First Nations Perspectives on Mathematics and Science Education,” to be held in the main level east wing of FNUniv on August 22 from 9:00 am to 10:30 am, with free parking in Lot 19 located directly east of FNUniv.  The organizers of CPTPN-3 hope for a large attendance of elementary/high school educators, mathematicians, scientists, and others interested in First Nations education.

The CPTPN was originally founded as an informal group of 12 faculty, postdoctoral fellows, and students in February 2010.  It quickly grew to over five times its original size within the first six months of its existence, and with no operational financial support whatsoever.  It currently has over 80 members from most parts of Canada, parts of the United States, Australia, Italy, Sweden, and Taiwan, all while maintaining its informal character and operating on a volunteer basis.  In recognition of the CPTPN’s capacity to promote theoretical physics research on the Canadian prairies, the internationally respected Perimeter Institute for Theoretical Physics (PI) in Waterloo, Ontario has for the first time honoured the network with a generous donation of financial support for CPTPN-3 to assist with student travel expenses to Regina.  The Pacific Institute for the Mathematical Sciences (PIMS) has also provided a similar level of financial support for the same purpose.  Both sums complement the operational financial support given by FNUniv and the University of Regina.
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